Greater support for generalism in rural and regional Australia.
Fostering generalism is particularly important in rural and regional medical practice in order to maximise the effectiveness of the medical workforce in meeting the needs of an ageing population. There are many areas in which support for generalist practitioners could be increased. The aim of this article is to review the challenges facing generalist medical practice in rural and regional Australia, and to discuss possible solutions Six areas of particular relevance to rural and regional practice are: workforce support; rural and regional training pipelines; access to continuing professional development; flexibility in practice ownership; family support; and recognition and remuneration.